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Prayers – Election Eve 2016 
(By Patrick S. Simons, https://practicalponderings.wordpress.com.   

Opening prayer and some meditations modified from 
the prayers of Fr. Frank Pavone, www.priestsforlife.org) 

 
 

“Without Me, you can do nothing.” (John 15:5) 

 
Historical Note 
As the Muslim Turks threatened to overrun a Europe fractured by Protestantism in the Sixteenth 
Century, Pope St. Pius V, a Dominican, called on all the Faithful to offer Rosaries on behalf of 
the Catholic defenders.  In addition to the Rosaries of the Faithful across Europe, the Catholic 
forces also prayed the Rosary on the eve of the naval battle near Lepanto, Greece on October 7, 
1571. 
 

The Catholic forces were heavily outnumbered, and their victory was far from certain when they 
met the Muslim naval fleet.  Placing his petitions at the feet of the Blessed Mother, the leader of 
the Christian fleet, Don Juan of Austria, hung a large image of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
prominently on the side of his ship, and sailed forward into battle. 
 

Miraculously, the outnumbered Catholic fleet won a decisive victory at Lepanto such that the 
Muslim Turks forever ceased to be a threat in the Mediterranean, and more than 12,000 Christian 
slaves were freed from the Turkish ships.  It was shortly after this, that Pope St. Pius V instituted 
the feast of Our Lady of Victory, also known as Our Lady of the Rosary, to be commemorated 
on October 7 of each year. 
 
 

 
 

Opening Prayer 
O God, we acknowledge you today as Lord, 
not only of individuals, but of nations and 
governments. 
 

We thank you for your law, which our 
Founding Fathers acknowledged and 
recognized as higher than any human law. 
 

Lord, we pray that all of our fellow 
Christians may be awakened.  Let them 
realize that, while politics is not their 
salvation, their response to you requires that 
they vote in accordance with your law. 
 

Awaken your Catholic faithful to know that 
we are not called to be a sect fleeing the 
world but rather evangelists that must work 
to renew the world. 
 

Awaken all our fellow citizens to a 
commitment to justice, to the sanctity of 
marriage and the family, to the dignity of 
each individual human life as you created 
them male and female, and to the truth that 
human rights begin at the moment of 
conception and do not end until natural 
death. 
 
Therefore, we implore your Divine 
intervention for the success of pro-life, pro-
family, and pro-religious freedom ballot 
initiatives in other states as well as the 
success of pro-life, pro-family, and pro-
religious freedom political candidates 
regardless of their political party affiliation. 
 
We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Apostle’s Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of Heaven and Earth.  I believe in 
Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord.  He 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born 
of the Virgin Mary.  He suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried.  He descended to the dead.  On the 

third day, He rose again.  He ascended to 
Heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father.  He will come again to judge the 
living and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting.  Amen. 

 
Our Father 
 
Three Hail Mary’s for Faith, Hope, and Charity 
 
Doxology (Glory Be) 
 
O My Jesus 
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of Hell, lead all souls to Heaven, 
especially those in most need of thy mercy. 
 
 

Joyful Mysteries 
 
1.  The Annunciation 
Mary is troubled by the angel’s greeting, yet rejoices to do God’s will.  We pray that those voters 
and elected officials who are at worst resistant to God’s higher law, or at best unsure or troubled 
about it, will experience a conversion of heart so that they will soon rejoice in defending 
religious liberty, the sanctity of marriage, and all life from conception to natural death. 
 
2.  The Visitation 
John the Baptist leapt for joy in his mother’s womb.  We pray that all voters, elected officials, 
and candidates may realize that abortion is not about children who “might” come into the world, 
but is about children who are already in the world, living and growing in the womb, but are 
scheduled to be killed.  And we pray especially for the passage of any pro-life initiatives that 
may be on the ballot in individual states. 
 
3.  The Nativity 
God Himself subordinated his personal comfort by taking on our human form in the poverty of a 
stable.  We pray that all voters set aside whatever self interests they may have, and prioritize the 
sanctity of life, marriage, and family when selecting candidates and voting on ballot initiatives. 
 
4.  The Presentation 
Joseph and Mary followed God’s law in presenting their child, Jesus, in the Temple.  We pray 
that voters will acknowledge the right of religious liberty, a foundational right of our nation, 
when they evaluate candidates who favor laws limiting the free exercise of religion. 
 
5.  The Finding of Jesus in the Temple 
The boy Jesus was filled with wisdom, because He is God.  We pray that all voters may see the 
wisdom of His creating each human being individually as either male or female and the prideful 
folly of politicians and laws that would seek to blur the distinction between male and female. 
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Luminous Mysteries 
 
1.  The Baptism of Christ in the Jordan 
When Jesus is baptized, the Father's voice is heard: “This is my beloved Son.”  All are called to 
become adopted sons and daughters of God through baptism.  We pray that all of our baptized 
brothers and sisters in Christ will listen to the Father’s voice when either voting or exercising 
their duties in elected office. 
 
2.  The Wedding at Cana 
Jesus performed his first public miracle during a wedding feast thereby confirming the goodness 
of marriage and pointing toward marriage as being a sacramental union between one man and 
one woman for their good and the good of their children.  We pray that all voters will vote 
accordingly in support of candidates and ballot initiatives that reaffirm the sanctity of marriage. 
 
3.  The Proclamation of the Kingdom 
Jesus still proclaims to all, “Repent and believe the Good News.”  We pray that those who have 
worked against life, marriage, and family and those who have promoted gender confusion will 
come to repent and believe in the dignity of life and the sanctity of marriage and gender. 
 
4.  The Transfiguration 
Jesus revealed to his disciples a glimpse of His divinity on the mountain.  We pray that all those 
who call themselves Christian will clearly see not only the divinity of Jesus but also the divine 
nature of His plan for life, marriage, and gender, and vote accordingly. 
 
5.  The Institution of the Eucharist 
Through the Eucharist, we know that Christ is still with us in body as well as in spirit.  If Christ 
is with us, who can be against us?  We pray for increased faith in the power of Jesus to change 
the hearts of our fellow citizens so that pro-life, pro-family, and pro-religious liberty propositions 
and candidates are successful in the upcoming election. 
 
 

Sorrowful Mysteries 
 
1.  The Agony in the Garden 
Although Jesus experienced intense agony in the hours preceding His arrest, passion, and 
crucifixion, He did not despair.  Lord, increase our faith and hope so that we never despair even 
in the face of apparently certain defeat to the forces which are against life, marriage, and family.  
We pray for strength, fortitude, and energy to work for life, marriage, and family. 
 
2.  The Scourging at the Pillar 
As Christ’s flesh was torn by the instruments of those who scourged Him, so the bodies of babies 
in the womb are torn by the instruments of abortionists.  We pray that the public will come to 
understand the true violence of abortion, clearly prioritize life as an election issue, and thereby 
reject so-called “pro-choice” candidates regardless of other tempting parts of their platforms. 
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3.  The Crowning With Thorns 
Jesus bore the pain of thorns on His head, and endured the taunting, spitting, and striking of the 
pagan soldiers.  We pray that we and all fellow Christians will have the courage to defend life, 
marriage, and family even if it means we risk experiencing personal ridicule, mockery, 
intimidation, or even legal action from those aggressive opponents of religious liberty. 
 
4.  The Carrying of the Cross 
As Jesus struggled, Simon of Cyrene was drafted to help Jesus carry the heavy load of the cross.  
We pray that we will follow the example of Simon of Cyrene when we are called to help the 
causes of life, marriage, and family no matter how heavy the burden appears to be. 
 
5.  The Crucifixion 
“Into your hands, I commend my spirit.”  We unite all of our personal struggles and sufferings of 
this day to the cross of Jesus, and offer them for the successful election of pro-family and pro-
life, pro-religious freedom candidates and ballot initiatives. 
 
 

Glorious Mysteries 
 
1.  The Resurrection 
Christ is Risen!  By the miracle of His Resurrection, Jesus has conquered death.  Abortion, 
euthanasia, gender confusion, and homosexual so-called “marriage” are parts of the culture of 
death that has gripped our country and our world.  We pray for the miraculous election of 
candidates and ballot initiatives that reject the culture of death. 
 
2.  The Ascension 
By ascending to the Father’s throne, Christ takes our human nature, given to us in the womb, to 
the heights of heaven.  He shows us that human beings are made to be raised to heaven, not 
thrown in the garbage.  We pray that voters will embrace this truth, and reject abortion by voting 
for pro-life candidates and the passage of pro-life ballot initiatives. 
 
3.  The Descent of the Holy Spirit 
At the descent of the Holy Spirit, the apostles were transformed from cowering men in hiding to 
evangelists filled with zeal.  We pray that this same gift of the Holy Spirit will be poured out 
upon our bishops and priests so that they will be zealous evangelists unwavering in the defense 
of life, gender clarity, marriage, and family. 
 
4.  The Assumption of Mary 
The Blessed Virgin Mary was taken body and soul into heaven.  We know from this and from 
the example at Cana that Mary has a special influence with the Holy Trinity that we do not 
possess.  Dear Mother Mary, we pray for your intercession on behalf of all pro-life, pro-
marriage, and pro-religious freedom candidates and ballot initiatives throughout our country. 
 
5.  The Coronation of Mary 
Mary, who once proclaimed herself the handmaid of the Lord, is now the Queen of Heaven and 
Earth.  Dear Mother Mary, we plead for your intercession as Queen of Heaven and Earth and as 
Our Lady of Victory for the successful election of pro-life, pro-marriage, and pro-religious 
freedom candidates and ballot initiatives. 
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Memorare 
Remember, O most gracious Virgin Mary, 
that never was it known that anyone who 
fled to thy protection, implored thy help, or 
sought thy intercession, was left unaided.  
Inspired by this confidence, I fly unto thee, 
O Virgin of virgins, my Mother.  To thee do 
I come; before thee I stand, sinful and 
sorrowful.  O Mother of the Word Incarnate, 
despise not my petitions, but, in thy mercy, 
hear and answer me.  Amen. 
 
Hail Holy Queen 
Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life, 
our sweetness, and our hope.  To thee do we 
send up our sighs, mourning, and weeping in 
this valley of tears.  Turn then, most 
gracious advocate, your eyes of mercy 
toward us.  And, after this our exile, show 

unto us the blessed fruit of your womb, 
Jesus.  O clement.  O loving.  O sweet 
Virgin Mary. 
 
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we 
may be made worthy of the promises of 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
Prayer to St. Michael 
St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in 
battle; be our safeguard against the 
wickedness and snares of the Devil.  May 
God rebuke him we humbly pray, and do 
you, O Prince of the Heavenly Host, by the 
power of God, cast into Hell Satan and all 
the other evil spirits roaming the world in 
search of souls.  Amen. 
 

 

 

Mary, the Immaculate Conception, patroness of our nation, pray for us. 

St. Thomas More, loyal to God before political expediency, pray for us. 

Cardinal St. John Fisher, fearless in the face of religious persecution, pray for us. 

King St. Louis IX, holy crusader, pray for us. 

Pope St. Pius V, advocate of the Holy Rosary as a weapon against evil attacks, pray for us. 

Our Lady of Victory, invoked at the Battle of Lepanto, pray for us. 

 
 

 


